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It is not unnatural, however, that the pilot, with an
innate conservatism, should remain faithful to the type
of aeroplane that he has flown for a long time; and
however many improved types I had flown, I should
always entertain a sneaking affection for the Vickers
Vernon.

As soon as aircraft began flying over the Air Mail
Route, the idea was to run a fortnightly mail service,
that is to say aircraft would leave each end of the route
once a fortnight in alternate weeks, so that in one week
the westbound Mail would be flying across, and in the
following week the eastbound Mail. It was customary
to send aircraft in pairs* They could then look after
each other if one of them experienced trouble of any
sort; and if one were delayed the other could bring on
the Mail without losing any appreciable time. The
detailed arrangements for operating the aircraft varied
slightly from time to time; and I will take the procedure
in the summer of 1925 as a specimen to show how the
aeroplanes were worked.

The Iraq Vernons normally left Hinaidi for Heliopolis
every alternate Thursday, remained at Heliopolis^ for
the inside of a week and then returned. The exception
to this was that every fourth mail was done by the
Heliopolis Vimys, which flew over to Hinaidi and returned
the following week. During the fourth mail, while the
Vimys were flying to Iraq and back, the Iraq Vernons
remained in Egypt, and did not return in this case
for three weeks. This arrangement involved the Iraq
Vernons doing three mails to the Vimys' one; and for
the Iraq Vernons, the Mail on which they stayed over
in Egypt for three weeks instead of one, came round
once in two months.